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Professor Arimitsu began by showing a series of world maps in order to point out how our
image of the world changes according to our viewpoint. Because each country or area tends to
use a map centered on itself, North American, European and Japanese world maps all look
different. Most striking for students was the ‘upside down’ Australian map, with Australia at
the top and in the center. She went on to explain that just as each country sees the world from
a different viewpoint, individuals see their society and its place in the world in different ways
depending on their national, ethnic and cultural background. Globalisation is the result of the
breakdown of national, ethnic and cultural borders. In a globalised age, societies, and
therefore the literature that they produce, have become multi-ethnic, multicultural,
multilingual, and multi-religious. This is especially true of Australia with its strong history of
migration. To illustrate this concept, Professor Arimitsu talked about the variety of
viewpoints presented by Australian authors such as Patrick White, Peter Carey, Helen
Garner, Kath Walker, Brian Castro, Nam Le, B. Wongar and Helen Demidenko. She
concluded by saying that because various ethnicities, cultures and languages coexist within
the nation, it is no longer possible to ascertain the ethnic, cultural or linguistic identity of

authors just from the contents of their works.
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